
The King  

May 6th sees the coronation service for King Charles III at Westminster Abbey. During the 

preparations, there has been much debate about the role of a monarchy in our nation, and indeed 

the role of the Church of England as the established church.  The coronation service itself is explicitly 

a Church of England service in which opens with a child greeting the King with these words: Your 

Majesty, as children of the Kingdom of God we welcome you in the name of the King of Kings to which 

the King will reply: In his name, and after his example, I come not to be served but to serve.  The whole 

service goes on to set out a covenant (a framework of promises) where Jesus is proclaimed as having 

supreme authority, and the King and the people pray for and make promises to try and live and serve 

each other in a way that points to God’s kingdom unfolding in our nation.  There will be prayers for 

God to save the King and for the Holy Spirit to come and anoint the King to carry out his role in the 

way and power of Jesus.  These are important prayers, that we are called to pray both for ourselves, 

and those who hold leadership positions on our behalf. 

We will all have different views about the pomp and ceremony surrounding the day, but it gives us an 

opportunity to reflect and talk about the role that the Christian faith plays in our nation.  During the 

Thursday morning communion service this week, we were asking why it is important to us that the 

monarch swears to uphold the Christian faith, and to see their authority as something given by God 

and exercised under the view and judgement of God.  I wonder what your answer might be?  As we 

look around our local community and nation we see many key support services struggling to carry 

out their roles, and as a result many people finding life a challenge, or feeling so overwhelmed by 

circumstances that they cannot see a way through.  The wider church does not have the same role in 

society that it held in the past offering community care, cohesion and education alongside a Christian 

framework for life.  But as I looked around and prayed around all the different posters put up for our 

annual meeting, I’m encouraged that they speak about the life of our church that is touching many 

lives each week, offering a hope that can get rooted deeper than circumstances.  As a Christian 

community one of our jobs is to help each other hold onto hope, and point others to that anchor for 

our souls, Jesus Christ who has gone before us and calls us to follow him (Hebrews 6.18-20 & 

Matthew 16.24) 

In each generation, the church has a challenge to proclaim the gospel afresh.  The world is constantly 

changing, but we believe in a God who creates and sustains all things, who knows the end from the 

beginning, who faithfully fulfils the promise to be God-with-us at all times and in all places, who calls 

us to join in with seeing God’s kingdom come and will be done, on earth as in heaven.  It is a 

transformation that happens slowly and gently – like the work of salt or yeast – as each of us comes 

to know we are loved by the King of Kings and responds to that love by living a new life following 

Jesus in the power of the Spirit.  That is my prayer for the King and the Queen Consort as they are 

anointed, crowned and affirmed in their roles on our behalf, and it is my prayer for each one of us, as 

we respond to the love of God in love and service. 

Every blessing  

Jo 

 

 


