*CaTharine’s News

Gloucester

Week beginning: Sunday 14th December 2025

Services this week:

Second Sunday of the Worship Pattern

10am: St Catharine’s Connects. Cuppa and a chat.

10.30am: Our morning worship (in the church building and on Zoom) includes Bible
readings, sermon, prayer, communion and a mix of traditional & contemporary songs.
We will also be packing hampers during the service.

This is the link for the church Zoom meeting space:
https://zoom.us/j/6290787718?pwd=dDE5SNVFLZIBwbzMOL1FOcFcrc1duQT09
and password is 593577.

You can also join by telephone to hear the service. Just dial +44 203 481 5237, and
then enter the Meeting ID 629 078 7718 with participant ID 593577.

Monday Morning Prayer 8.45am in the Church building

Wednesday Morning Prayer at Coffee No.76, London Road, 8.40am
Join for a short time of simple Christian prayer at Coffee No.76 on Wednesday
mornings every week. For more information, speak to Jo Sanders.

Thursday Eucharist 10am is in the church building with refreshments after.
Future Going Deeper dates: 8th January and 22nd January.

Daily prayer 12 noon online

Each week from Monday to Saturday - a God given opportunity to come together at
midday for approximately 30 mins as we 'Pause for Prayer'. To join, please use the
Sunday service zoom link above. If you would like to include any items for prayer,
please contact Marilyn (07989-691329 or marilyntaylori@btinternet.com)

There is an Intercessions book in the chapel for you to make prayer requests in.
The chapel is also a space for private prayer.

Next Sunday 21st December (Third Sunday Worship Pattern)

9.00: Space to listen. Reflective, prayerful prophetic space to listen to God together
10.00: St Catharine’s Connects. Cuppa and a chat.
10.30: Our worship continues with Bible readings, sermon, prayer, communion and a
mix of traditional and contemporary songs.
17.00: Blue Christmas This service is a time of quiet reflection, some prayer and
gentle music.


https://zoom.us/j/6290787718?pwd=dDE5NVFLZlBwbzM0L1F0cFcrc1duQT09
mailto:marilyntaylor1@btinternet.com

Events and other News

Saturday 13th December - Setting up for Kingsholm Christmas Hampers, 5pm
On Saturday we will be setting up tables ready for hamper packing during the Sunday
service (14th December). Please come along on Saturday at 5pm if you can help.

Sunday morning kids/youth - 14th December

This Sunday morning kids and minis have their joint Christmas party in the hall!
There is no GIF (growing in faith) for yrs 7+ and evening Youth Gatherings have
finished for Christmas.

St Catharine’s Church Christmas Card There is a Christmas card in the foyer if you
would like to sign it as an alternative to sending individual Christmas cards.

Monday 15th and 22nd December 7-8pm Advent course
Time to reflect as we journey through Advent. Includes a bible reading, reflection on
theme of ‘The Guest’, quiet music and candlelight. Held in the side chapel.

Advent Reflection Leaflets on ‘The Guest’
There are copies of the Advent Reflection Leaflet in the foyer if you would like to
take one to follow this year’s Advent course on ‘The Guest'.

Monday 15th December - Carols in the Pelican at The Pelican Inn, GL1 2QR
8pm The Gloucester and District Christian Choir will be singing carols at The
Pelican Inn in Gloucester. This will be in the garden or indoors if wet. Retiring
collection for The Family Haven.

Wednesday 17th December Wednesday Church 10am-12 noon
Do drop in for a chat and refreshments. Opportunity from 10am to join English
conversation to support our new friends learning English.

Wednesday 17th December Cosy Christmas Carols at Café No76, 12.30-1.15pm
Come along to Cafe No.76 for some Christmas carol singing. Arrive at 12.30pm to
purchase a hot beverage ready for carols starting at 12.45pm.

Christmas services #:

e Sunday 21st December 5pm Blue Christmas: If you feel you need a
different sort of space around Christmas this year, this service is a time of
quiet reflection, some prayer and gentle music.

e Wednesday 24th December

o Interactive Crib service 10am
o Midnight service 11.30pm

e Thursday 25th December 10am Simple Communion service

e Would you be interested in bringing a slow cooker of food to church to share with
others on Christmas Day? Please let Ellie know if you would like to.

e No Thursday Eucharist on 1st January (NYD)



3
Church Office Opening/Closing Hours over Christmas
The Church Office will be closed between Wednesday 24th December and Sunday 4th
January 2026 (inclusive). Emails/phone enquiries will not be picked up during this time.

New Year Eve Worship Night at Elim Church, Parkend Rd, GL1 5AN
Join the Worship 24-7 team at Elim Church to give thanks for 2025 and
pray for the expansion of God's kingdom in 2026 in our city and

beyond. 31st December at 9pm - 12.15am (doors open at 8:45pm).
Sign up for this free event on Worship 24/7 Facebook page, the QR
code or online HERE. Light refreshments will be provided.

Pause for Prayer will be 'pausing' from Wednesday 24th December 2025 to Saturday
3rd January 2026 inclusive. The group will resume on Monday 5th January 2026.

Saturday 3rd January 5pm to Sunday 4th January 5pm: 24 hours of prayer
We will be beginning the new year with 24 hours of prayer, look out soon for more
information and sign up sheets for praying in the church building and on Zoom.

Sunday 4th January 10.30am Epiphany with Christingle: Oranges provided!@%
Pick up the Church Calendar and add dates to your diaries for 2026! "

321 Course - Starting Monday 5th January (4 week course) in church, 7-8.30pm
St Catharine’s are running a new course in January called 321. The course is for those
exploring faith to help them think about God, the world and themselves through Jesus’
eyes. The course will run in church for 4 weeks on 5th, 12th, 19th and 26th January.
Speak to Jo Pestell for more information.

There is no pop-in table tennis in January. Future date: 9th February

Wednesday 7th January 7.30pm-9pm - The Men’s Pub Group
Meets the first Wednesday of each month at a different pub in the parish.
Speak to Harry Bennett or Andy Palfryman for more information.

Sunday 11th January Church Lunch returns! & Love Our Community Day
planning Our first church lunch of the year | | (do pop the second Sunday of the
month in your new diaries for church lunch). Also, we are starting to plan for our
community day on 9th May. If you are interested in finding out more and being
involved in the team to make it happen, please do join in the conversation over lunch.

Tuesday 13th January 2-3pm - Bereavement Café
Second Tuesday every month. A welcoming space providing a listening ear, support
and friendship on the path of bereavement. Join us for a chat, cuppa & warm welcome.

Saturday 17th & 24th January 5-7pm Church socials at the vicarage
You are all invited to the vicarage for drinks and nibbles on either Saturday. Drop in
any time for an opportunity to chat and get to know others in the church.


https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/new-years-eve-with-worship-247-gloucester-tickets-1974934151210?aff=erelexpmlt&_gl=1*jog8re*_up*MQ..*_ga*MTEzMzE5OTE3MC4xNzY1MzcwOTg0*_ga_TQVES5V6SH*czE3NjUzNzA5ODMkbzEkZzAkdDE3NjUzNzA5ODMkajYwJGwwJGgw

Contact us

Sermons, church events & more www.stcatharine.org.uk
[Church Copyright Licence CCLI 103975]
St Catharine’s Church, London Road, Gloucester. GL2 ORR
Social media: @stcatsglos

Church Office & Enquiries
Ellie Grice (Clergy Support)
egrice@stcatharine.org.uk
01452-302438
Working Hours: Mon/Wed/Thurs 9am-2.30pm, Tues pm
(Office closed from 24th December 2025 and reopens 5th January 2026)

Vicar
Jo Pestell
ipestell@stcatharine.org.uk
01452-542205
(Jo’s day off is Friday)

OLM (Ordained Local Minister) Curate
Clare Negreira Harry Bennett
cnegreira@stcatharine.org.uk hbennett@stcatharine.org.uk
(Clare’s day off is Friday) (Harry’s day off is Friday)

Youth and Children’s worker
Lindsey Power
Ipower@stcatharine.org.uk
(Lindsey’s days off are Friday and Saturday)

Church Wardens

Elspeth King Bruce Matheson
eking@stcatharine.org.uk bmatheson@talktalk.net
07745 238 486

Safeguarding officer
Lesley Reed
07484 932 596
safeguarding@stcatharine.org.uk
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